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Experimental
Crystal data [Cu(C 14 Table 1 Selected bond lengths (Å ). Cu Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). et al., 1984) . In this description, the weakly coordinating O2 atom defines the axial site. While not participating in direct coordination to the Cu atom, the hydroxyl group forms an intramolecular hydrogen bond with the O2 atom as well as an intermolecular O-H···Cl hydrogen bond, Table 2 . The latter leads to the generation of supramolecular chains along the a axis, Fig. 2 , whereby the Cu atoms lie on a line.
A mixture of copper chloride (0.134 g,1 mmol), benzilic acid (0.228 g, 1 mmol), 2,2'-bipyridine (0.196 g, 1 mmol) and Et 3 N (0.1 g, 1 mmol) was placed into methanol (40 ml) and the resultant solution was heated to 323 K for 0.5 h. Initial precipitates were filtered off and the filtrate was allowed to stand for several days. Blue blocks of the title compound were collected, washed with methanol and air-dried at room temperature. M. pt. 457 K.
Refinement
The O-and C-bound H atoms were geometrically placed (O-H = 0.82 Å and C-H = 0.93 Å) and refined as riding with 
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